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| Ep. ii. 8. 
Ye are ſaved thro' Faith, 
1. N can be more intricate. 


complex, and hard to be underſtood, 

| than Religion as it has been often de- 
ſcribed. And this is not only true concerning the 
Religion of the Heathens, even many of the 
wiſeſt of them, but concerning the Religion of. 
thoſe alſo, who were, in ſome ſenſe, Cntiſtians: 
Yea, and Men of great Name in the Chriftian' © 


World, Men who ſeemed to be Pillars thereof. 


Let how eaſy to be underſtood, how plain and 
ry A 3 ſimple 
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ſimple a Thing is the genuine Religion pf Jeſus | 
Chriſt ! Provided only, that we take it in its na- 
tive Form, juſt as it is deſcribed in'the Oracles of 
- God. Tt is exactly fuited by the wiſe Creator and 
Governor of the World, to the weak Underſtand- 
ing, and narrow Capacity, of Man in his preſent 
State. How obſervable is this, both with Regard 
to the End it propoſes, and the Means to attain 
- that End ! The End is, in ene Word, Salvation: 
The Means to attain it, Faith. 


2. It is eaſily diſcerned, that theſe two little 
Words, I mean Faith and Salvation, include the 

Subſtance of all the Bible, the Marrow, as it were, 
of the whole Seripture. So much the more ſhould . 
we take all pcſlible Care, to avoid all miſtake con- 
cerning them, and to form a true and accurate 

Judgment concerning hoth the one and the other. 


3. Let us then ſeriouſly enquire 
I. What is Salvation? 


„ II. What is that Faith whereby we are ſaved, 
and . ̃ 


- 


0 III. How we are ſaved by 4 
. | I. . And, firſt, let us enquire, What is Sal- 


| VLuation The Salvation which is here ſpoken of, 
is got what is frequently underſtood by that Word, 


the going to Heaven, Eternil Happineſs. . It is 
not the Soul's going to Paradiſe, ter med by our 
| Lord dbraham's Boſom. It is nota Bleſſing which. 
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lies on the other ſide Death, or (as we uſually 

ſpeak} in the other World. The very words of 

the Text itſelf, put this beyond all queſtion. 77. 
are ſaved, It is not ſomething at a Diſtance : it 

is a preſent Thing ; a Bleſſing, which thro”. the 
free Mercy of God, ye are now in Poſſeſſion of. 
Nay, the Words may be rendered, and that with 
equal Propriety, Ye have been ſaved. So that the 

Salvation which is here ſpoken of, might be ex- 
tended to the entire Work of God, from the firſt 
Dawning of Grace in the Soul, till it is conſum- 
mated in Glory, | 


2. If we take this in its utmoſt extent, it will 
include all that is wrought in the Soul, by what is 
frequently termed, Natural Conſcience, but more 
properly, Preventing Grace ; All the Drawings of 
_ the Father, the Deſires after God, which, if we 

yield to them, increaſe more and more: All that 
' Light, wheiewith the Son of God inligbtenetb every 
one that cometh into the World, ſhewing every Man, 
to dr juſtly, to love Mercy, and to walk humbly with 
his God: All the Convictions which his Spirit, 
from time to time, works in every Child of Man. 
Altho', it is true, the Generality of Men ſtifle 
them as ſoon as poſſible; and after awhile forget, 
at leaſt deny, that ever they had them at 
all. | | 

3. But we are at preſent, concerned only with 
that Salvation, which the Apoſtle is directly ſpeak- 
ing of. And this conſiſts of two general Parts, 
Juſtification and Sanctification. | 3 


Jaftifi- 


= 
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Juſtification is another Word for Pardon. 
It is the Forgiveneſs of all our Sins, and (what is 
neceſſarily implied therein) our Acceptance with 
God. The Price whereby this hath been procured 
for us, {commonly termed the meritorious Cauſe of 
our Juſtification) is the Blood and Righteouſneſs of 
- Chriſt, or (to expreſs it a little more clearly) all 
that Chriſt hath done and ſuffered for us, till he 
poured out his Soul for tbe Tranſgreſſors. The im- 
; mediate Effects of Juſtification are, the Peace of 
I God, a Peace that paſſeth all Underſtanding, and a 
| ERejoicing in hope of the Glory of God, with Joy 
unſpeakable and full of Glory. ; 


4. And at the ſame time that we are juſtified, 
yea in that very Moment, Sanctification begins. In 
that Inſtant, we are born again, born from above, born 

of the Spirit. There is a real as well as a relative 
Change. Weare inwardly renewed by the Power 
of God. We feel the Love of God ſhed abroad in 
our Heart, by the Holy Ghoſt which is given unto us, 
producing Love to all Mankind, and more eſpe- 
cCially to the Children of God: Expelling the Love 
of the World, the Love of Pleaſure, of Eaſe, of 
Honour, of Money; together with Pride, Anger, 
Self- will, and every other evil Temper: In a word, 
changing the earthly, ſenſual, deviliſp Mind, into 
the Mind which was in Chriſt Jeſus. 


F. How naturally do thoſe who experience 
ſuch a Change, imagine that all Sin is gone? That 
it is utterly rooted out of their Heart, and has no 
more any Place therein? How eaſily do they _ 1 
IVA. | at 


. 


(9) 


that Inference, „ fee! no Sin : therefore I have 
none.“ It does not ir; therefore. it does not 


exiſi It has no Motion; therefore it has no 
being. 


6. But it is ſeldom long, before they are un- 


deceived, finding Sin was only ſuſpended, not 
deſtroyed. Temptations return and Sin revives, 


ſhewing it was but ſtunned before, not dead. They 
now ſeel two Principles in themſelves, plainly con- 


trary to each other, the Fb luſting againſt the 


Spirit, Nature oppoſing the Grace of God. They 


cannot deny, that, altho' they ſtill feel power to 
believe in Chriſt, and to love God; and altho' his 
| e ſtill witneſſes with their Spirits, that they are 

e Children of God Let they feel in themſelves, 
ſometimes Pride or Self- will, ſometimes Anger or 


1 


Unbelief. They find one or more of theſe frequent 


ly Airring in their Heart, tho' not conquering : Vea, 
perhaps, thruſting fore at them, that they may fall 


but the Lord is their Help. 


7. How exactly did Macar ius, fourteen hundred 


Years ago, deſcribe the preſent Experience of the 


Children of God? „The unſkilful (or unex- 
perienced) when Grace operates, preſently ima- 
gine, they have no more Sin. Whereas they that 


have Diſcretion cannot deny, that even we who 
have the Grace of God, may be moleſted again.— 


For we have often had Inſtances of ſome among 


the Brethren, who have experienced ſuch Grace, 
as to affirm that they had no fin in them. And 


yet after all, when they thought themſelves en- 


tirely freed from it, the Corruption that Jurked' 
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8. From the Tins of our being born again, the: 
gfadual Work of Sanctification takes place. We 
are, enabled bythe Spirit to mortify the Deeds of the 
Bady, of our evil Nature. And as we are more 
and more dead to Sin, we are more agd more alive 
to God, We go on from Grace to Grace, while 
we are careful to abſtain from all Appearance of Evil, 
and are zealous of good orks, as we, baue "Opportu- 
' nity of ding gd 10 all, Men, While we walk in 
al his, Gunze blameleſs, therein worſhipping. 

in Spirit and in Truth: While we take, up our 

:rofs, and deny ourſelves every klar, that 
ee lead us to Gods. 


9. It is thus, that we wait for entirg Sandi fica- 
F514 for a. full Salvation from all our Sins, from: 
Fride, Self-will, Anger, Unbelief; or, as the Apo- 
ſtle expreſſes it, go on to, Perfection. But what is 
Perfection? The Word has various Senſes: here 
nun Berſect Love: It is Love excluding 
ſin: Love filling the Heart, taking up the whole 
Capacity of the $ Soul, It is Love rejoicing, ever- 


mores fr ayeng. without Ar * in . giving 
Maut. 


U. But what i is that Fair] "theo? which we are. 
Jad: 9 This, is the ſecond oint to be conſidered. 


= Faith, in general is defined, b by the Apoſile 
Dire. ape d Bremen Evidence, a 
Anne aud Canvidtiam (the word 1 — 575 


9 4 * 


— "YE 
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both) if Tings tt ſein: Not vilible, not peteel)- 


Able either by Sight, or by any other of the exter- 
nal Senſes. It implies both a ſupernatural Evidence 
of God and of the Things of God, a Kind of 
ſpiritual Light exhibited to the Soul, and a Tuperna - 
"tufal Sight or Perception therevf:"Accordin gy the 
 *Scripture ſpeaks ſometimes of God's giving Light, 
ſometimes a Power of diſcerning it. So St. Paul. 
God who commanded light to Pine out” of darkneſs, 
© hath ſhined in our Hearts, to give us the Light o the 
© Knowledge of the Glory of God, in the Fate / fus 
Chriſt. And elſewhere the Tame Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
F the Eyes of our Underſtanding being opined. By 
this twofold Operation of the Holy Spirit, bavirig 
the Eyes of our Soul both opened and enlightened, we 
ſee the Things which the natural Eye hath nos ſeen, 
neither the Ear heard. We have a Proſpect of the 
© inviſible Things of God: We fee the Spiritual 
Morld, which is all round about us, and yet no 
more diſcerned by our natural faculties, than if 
it had no Being: And we ſee the Eternal World, 
piercing thro” the Veil which hangs between Time 
and Eternity. Clouds and Darkneſs then reſt upon 
bit no more, but we already ſee the Glory Which 
hall be revealed. e 


2. Taking the word in a more particular Senſe, 
Faith is a divine Evidence and Conviction, not 
only that Gd was in Chriſt, reconciling the World 
unto himſelf ; but alſo that Chri/t1:ved me, and gaue 
Bimſelf for me. It is by this Faith, (whether ye 
term it, the Efence or rather a Property thereof) 
that we' receive Chi, that we receive him in all 


_ * bis' Offices, as our Prophet, Prieſt, and ve. 
3 Wks» f ”y ; . t | 


g 
—ͤ — x — — — — 
hana” —Y * 1 - 
p 8 — f ae 
8 2 7 8 = \ = a 
o — - C 
ih * ys — — 


19 
HH : 
: we; - 
18 * 
F b ) 
I 11 
2 4 187 
4 ö 
„ 
| . Lt. 
"= 
1 
* v3 
x 
Wt 
A 1 1 
"gl. 
oY 
g 1 


\ x 
"> RF 2 5 * ty 4 : - 24 n "TEN * 8 — 2 
4 - La RR N * {owe Heh — 4 
— — — 1 — . 3 
—— 3 5 ; . 
— — = - — 2 r We 
— 4 2 pa "a % = = —— MR 
= b - _ = = 


—— — — — 
Hs 
Ars ag PO 


— 2 ——— 
_ f 


—— 


— 


— 9s. 
— 2 —ů— 


— — 4 - 
pf — 
* 


"=$ Py 1 — . = 
Kee iT tec te +; 5 


2 
= 


— 
wow 


—— 


PS 
* 


— 


W Px + eats Mis da. been et; 8 5 b * 5 * * * * * * Fo 
- * J 7 I an F * * um * 4 * - Y p PR n 8 , 
g - 3 - * 
* . p 
N * 5 
% 
4 I 4 | 
* 


It is by this that He i ny of God unto us Wi Pi: 
Am, and Rigoteonneſt, and Sancti nk and Re- 
: Luzi. 5 


3. But is this the Faith of Mons, or 
Faith of Adberence?” The Scripture mentions no 
ſuch Diſtinftion. The Apoſtle ſays, There is one 
Faith, and one Hope of our Calling, one Chriſtian, 
ſaving Faith, as there is one Lord, in whom we be- 
g lieve, and one God and Father of us all, And it is 
certain, this Faith neceffaril optic an Aſſurance 
N is here only another Word for Evidence, it 

ing hard to tell the Difference between them) 


that Chr; n loved me, and gave himſelf for me, For 


. be that believeth, with the true, living Faith, hath 
the Witneſs in bimſelf The Spirit witneſſeth with 


Us Spirit, that he is 4 Child of God. Becauſe he is 


a a Son, God hath ſent of erth a, Spirit of his Son into 
bis Heart, crying Abba, Father: Giving him an 
. Aſſurance that he is ſo, and a child-like Confidence 
in him. But let it be obſerved, that, in the very 
Nature of the Thing, the Afurance goes before 
the Confidence. For a Man cannot have a child- 
like Confidence in God, till he knows, he is a 
Child of God. Therefore Confidence, Truſt, 
Reliance, Adherence, or whatever elſe it be called, 
is not the firſt, as ſome have ſuppoſed, but the ſe- 
cond Branch or Act of Faith. 


4. ri is by this Faith we are ſued, juſtified and 
. fanRiified, taking that Word in its bigkeſt Senſe. 
= how are we juſtified and ſanctified by Faith? 
his is, our third Head of Enquiry. And this being 
_ the main Point i in Quſtion, and a Point of no or- 
5 dinary 


7 4152 


- 11 8 : . p 


. 


b dinaty Importance, it will not be improper, to 


give it a more diftin and particular Conſidera- 
tion. . Tins i 


III. 1. And firſt, How are we juſtified by 
Faith ? In what Senſe is this to be underſtood ? I 
anſwer, Faith is the Condition, and the only Con- 


dition of Juſtification. It is the Condition: None 


is juſtified but he that believes; without Faith no 

Man is juſtified. And it is the only Condition; 
this alone is ſufficient for Juſtification. Every one 

that believes is juſtified, whatever elſe he has or 

has not. In other Words : No Man is juſtified, 

till he believes: Every Man when he believes is 
juſtified. . | 


2. But does not God command us to repent 
alſo ? Yea, and to bring forth Fruits meet for Re- 
pentance ® To ceaſe, for inſtance, from doing Evil, 
and learn to do well? And is not both the one and the 
other of the utmoſt Neceſſity ? Inſomuch, that if we 
willingly neglect either, we cannot reaſonably ex- 
pect to be juſtified at all ? But if this be ſo, how 


can it be ſaid, that Faith is the only Condition gf 
Juſtification ?”? N 


God does undoubtedly command us, both to 
repent, and to bring forth Fruits meet for Repent- 
ance: Which if we willingly neglect, we cannot 
reaſonably expect to be juſtified at all: Therefore 
both Repentance, and Fruits meet for Repentance, 
ae in ſome Senſe neceſſary to Juſtification. * But 
hey are not neceſſary in the ſame Senſe with Faith, 
tor in the ſame * in the ſame Degr 1 5 

or 


. 9 
. 
* 
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for thoſe Fruits are only neceſſary conditionally; if 
there be Time and Opportunity for them. Other- 
wiſe a Man may be juſtified without them, as was 
the Thief upon the Croſs : (If we may call him ſo; 
for a late Writer has diſcovered, that he was no 
Thief, but a very honeſt and reſpectable Perſon !) 
But he cannot be juſtified without Faith: This is 
_ impoſſible. Likewiſe let a Man have ever ſo much 
Repentance, or ever ſo many of the Fruits meet for 
Repentance, yet all this does not at all avail: He 
is not juſtified till he believes. But the Moment he 
believes, with or without thoſe Fruits, yea, with 
more or leſs Repentance, he is juſtified. - Not in 
the ſame Senſe; for Repentance and its Fruits are 
only remotely neceſſary, neceſſary in order to Faith: 
Whereas Faith is :mmedzately and dire&ly neceſſary 
to Juſtification, It remains, that Faith is the only 
Condition, which is immediately and proximately ne- 
ceſſary to Juſtification. Te, 


3. But do you believe, we are ſanctified by 
Faith ? We know you believe, that we are juſti- 
fied by Faith: But do not you believe, and accord- 
ingly teach, that we are ſanctified by our Works!” 


So it has been roundly and vehemently affirm'd, 
for theſe five and twenty Years. But I have con- 
ſtantly declared juſt the contrary : and that in al 
Manner of Ways. I have continually teſtified i 
private and in public, That we are ſan&ified, a5 
well as juſtified, by Faith. And indeed the one 0 
theſe great Truths does exceedingly illuſtrate thi 
other. Exactly as we are juſtified by Faith, ſo ar 
- we ſanQtified by Faith. Faith is the Condition, an 


T4? 


the only Condition of Sanctification, exactly as it 


is of Juſtification, It is the Condition ; none is 
ſanctified but he that believes; without Faith no 
Man is ſanctified. And it is the only Condition: 
This alone is ſufficient for Sanctification. Every 
one that believes is ſanctified, whatever elſe he has 
or has not. In other Words: No Man is ſanctified 
*till he believes: Every Man when he believes'is 
ſanctified. | | 


4. But is there not a Repentance conſequent 
upon, as well as a Repentance previous to, Juſtifi- 
cation? And is it not incumbent on all that are 
juſtified, to be zealous of good Horks ? Yea, are not 
theſe ſo neceſſary, that if a Man willingly neglect 
them, he cannot reaſonable expect, that he ſhall 


ever be ſanctified in the full Senſe, that is, perfect- 


ed in Love? Nay, can he grow at all in Grace, in 


the loving Knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Ctriſi? Yea, 


can he retain the Grace which God has already 
given him ? Can he continue in the Faith which he 
has received, or in'the Favour of God ? Do not 
you yourſelf allow all this, and continually aſſert ic? 
But if this be ſo, how can it be ſaid, that Faith is 
the only Condition of Sanctification?“ 


5. I do allow all this, and continually maintain 
it, as the Truth of God. I allow, there is a Re- 
pentance conſequent upon, as well as a Repentance 


previous to Juſtification. It is incumbent on all 


that are juſtified, to be zealous of good Works. 


And theſe are ſo neceſſary, that if a Man willingly 


neglect them, he cannot reaſonably expect, that he 
ſhall ever be ſanctified. He cannot grow in Grace, 
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(616) 
in the Image of God, the Mind which was in 
Chriſt Jeſus, Nay, he cannot retain the Grace 


he has received, he cannot continue in Faith, or 
in the Favour of Gd. 


What is the Inference we muſt draw herefrom ? 
Why, that both Repentance, rightly underſtood, 
and the Practice of all Good Works, Works of 
Piety, as well as Works of Mercy, (now properly 
ſo called, ſince they ſpring from Faith) are in 


ſome Senſe neceſſary to Sanctification: 85 


6. I ſay, Repentance rightly underſtood.“ 
For this muſt not be confounded with the former 
Repentance. The Repentance conſequent upon 
Juſtification is widely different from that which is 
antecedent to it, This implies no Guilt, no Senſe 
of Condemnation, no Conſciouſneſs of the Wrath 
of God. It does not ſuppoſe any Doubt of the 
Favour of God, or any Fear that hath Torment. [t 
is properly a Conviction wrought by the Holy 
Ghoſt, of the Sin which ſtill remains in our Heart, 
of the fn, Si the carnal Mind, which 
% does ſtill remain,“ as our Church ſpeaks, “even 
in them that are regenerate :” Altho' it does no 
longer reign, it has not now Dominioa over them. 
It is a Conviction of our Proneneſs to Evil, of an 
Heart bent to Backſliding, of the ſtill continuing 
Tendency of the Fe to luſt againſt the Spirit. 
Sometimes, unleſs we continually watch and pray, 
it Juſteth to Pride, ſometimes to Anger, ſometimes 
to Love of the World, Love of Eaſe, Love of 
Honour, or Love of Pleaſure more than of God. 
It is a Conviction of the Tendency of our Heart to 

6 f — Self- will, 


N 


84k. will, to Atheiſm, or Idolatry: And above all 
to: Unbelief, whereby in a Thouſand Ways, and 
under a Thouſand Pretences, we ale ever departing, 
more or leſs, from the living God. 


7. With this Conviction of the Sin remaining ' 
in our Hearts, there is joined a clear Conviction of 
the Sin remaining in our Lives, till cleaving to all 
our Words and Actions. In the beſt of theſe we 
now diſcern a Mixture of Evil, either in the Spirit, 
the Matter or the Manner of them: Something that 
could not endure the righteous Judgment of God, 
where he extreme to mark what is done amijs. Where 
we leaſt ſuſpected it, we find a Taint of Pride or 
Self-will, of Unbelief or Idolatry : So that weare 
now more aſhatned of our beftDutizs, mer 
of our worſt Sins: And hence we cannot but feel, 
that theſe are ſo far from having any thing merito- 
rious in them, yea ſo far from being able to ſtand, 
in Sight of the Divine Juſtice, that for thoſe alſo we 
mould be guilty before God, were it not for the 
Blood of the Covenant. . 
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8. Experience ſhews, that 3 with the 
Conviction of Sin remaining in our Hearts and - IG | 
eng to all our Words, and Actions, as well as the 
Guilt which on account thereof we ſhould incur, 
were we not continually ſprinkled with the atoning 
Blood. One thing more is implied in this Repent- 
ance, namely a Conviction of our Helpleſſneſs, of 
our utter Inability to think one goed Thought, or to 
form one good Deſire; and much more to ſpeak 
one Word aright, or to perform one good Action, 
but through his free, almighty Grace firſt prevent 
in n gus, and then accompanying us every Moment. 
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9. But what Good Works are thoſe, the Prac- 


_ tice of which, you affirm to be neceſlary to Sanctifi- 

cation.” Firſt, all Works of Piety, ſuch as Pub- 
lie Prayer, Family Prayer, and praying in our 
Cloſet: Receiving the Supper of the Lord : Search- 
ing the Scriptures, byhearing, reading, meditating : 

And uſing ſuch a Meaſure of Faſting orAbſtinence, 
as our bodily Health allows. 


10. Secondly, All Works of Mercy, whether 
they relate to the Bodies or Souls of Men. Such as 
feeding the hungry, cloathing the naked, enter- 
taining the Stranger,viſiting thoſe that are in Priſon, 
or feb, or variouſly afflicted. Such as the endeav- 
ouring to inſtruct the ignorant, to awaken the ſtu- 


pid Sinner, to quicken the lukewarm, to confirm the 


wavering, to comfort the feeble- minded, to ſuc- 
cour the tempted, or contribute in any Manner to 
the ſaving of Souls from Death. This is the Re- 
pentance, and theſe the Fruits meet for Repentance, 


which are neceſſary to full Sanctification. This is 


the Way where in God bath appointed his Children 
to wait for compleat Salvation. 


11. Hence may appear the extreme Miſchievouſ- 


neſs of that ſeemingly innocent Opinion, That 
' « there is no Sin in a Believer; that all din is de- 


ſtroyed, root and branch, the moment a man is juſ- 


tified.“ By totally preventing that Repentance, it 
quite blocks up the Way to Sanctification, There 
is no Place ſor Repentance, in him who believes 
there is no Sin either in his Life or Heart. Conſe- 

quently there is no Place for his being peryfected in 


Love © 
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Love to which that Repentance is indiſpenſably 


neceſſary. | i 


12. Hence it may likewiſe appear, that there is 
no poſſible Danger in thus expecting full Salvation. 
For ſuppoſe we were miſtaken, ſuppoſe no ſuch 
Bleſſing ever was, or can be attained, yet we loſe 
nothing: Nay. that very ExpeQation quickens us 
in uſing all the Talents which God has given us; 
Yea, in improving them all, ſo that when our Lord 
cometh, he will receive his own with Increaſe. |, 
13. But to return. Though it be allowed, That 
both this Repentance and its Fruits are neceſlary to 
full Salvation, yet they are not neceſſary either in 
the ſame ſenſe with Faith, or in the ſame Degree; 
not in the ſame Degree; for theſe Fruits are only 
neceſlary conditionally, if there be Time andOpportu- 
nity for them, Otherwiſe a Man may he ſanctified 
without them. But he cannot be ſanctified without 


Faith. Likewiſe let a Man have ever ſo much of 
this Repentanee, orever ſo many good Works, = 


all this does not at all avail: He is not ſanctified 
till he believes. But the Moment he believes, with 
or without thoſe Fruits, yea, with more or leſs of 
this Repentance, he is ſanctifiead. Not in the ſame 
ſenſe ; for this Repentance and- theſe Fruits are 
only remotely neceſſary, neceſſary in order to the 
Continuance of his 5 aith, as well as the Increaſe 
of it: Whereas Faith is immediately and directiy, 
neceſſary to Sanctification. It remains, that Faith 
is the only Condition, which is immediately and proxi- 
mately neceſſary to Sanctification. 


14. But what is that Faith whereby we are 
ſancti- 
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fanAified, ſaved from Sin and perfected in Love?“ 


It is a e Evidence and Conviction, 1. That 


God hath promiſed it in the Holy Scripture. 1 - 


we are thoroughly ſatisfied of this, there is no mov- 


ing one Step further. And one would imagine, there 
needed not one Word more, to ſatisfy a reaſonable 


Man of this, than the antient Promiſe, Then will J 


circumciſe thy Heart, and the Heart of thy Seed, to love 


the Lord your God with all your Heart, and with all 
your Soul, and with all your Mind. How clearly does 


this expreſs the being perfected in Love? How . 


ſtrongly imply the being ſaved from all Sin ? For 


as long as Love takes up the whole Heart, what 


room is there for din therein? 


15. It is a divine Evidence and Conviction, Se- 
condly, That what God hath promiſed he is able 
to perform. Admitting therefore that with Men it is 


 inipeſſible, to bring a clean Thing out of an unclean, 


to purify the Heart from all Sin, and to fill it with 
all Holineſs, yet this creates no Difficulty in the 
Caſe, ſeeing with Ged all Things are poſſible. And 
ſurcly no one ever imagined it was poflible to any 
Power leſs than that of the Almighty ! But if God 
ſpeaks, it ſhall be done. God ſaith, Let there be 
Light Aud there is Light, 


16. It is, Thirdly, a divine Evidence and Con- 


| Viction af He is able and willing to do it now. 


And why not? Is not a Moment to Him, the ſame 
as a thouſand Years? He cannot want more Time 


40 accompliſh whatever is his Will. And he can- 
no: want or ſtay for any more Worthineſs or Fitnc/* 
in the Perſons he is pleaſed or honour, We may 


therefore , ſay, at any Point of Li ime, Now 1 
: the 
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the Day of Salvation. To day, if ye will hear his Voice, 


harden not your Hearts. Behold! All Things are now. 
ready] Come unto the Marriage! 


17. To this Confidence, That God is both a- 
ble and willing to ſanctify us now, there needs to be 
added one Thing more, a DivineEvidence and Con- 
viction, That he doth it. In that Hour it is done. God 
ſays to the inmoſt Soul, According to thy Faith, be it 
unto thee Then the Soul is pure from every Spot 
of Sin; it is clean from all Unrighteouſneſs. The Be- 
Jiever then experiences the deep Meaning of thoſe 
ſolemn Words, 1f we walk in the Light as he is in the 
light ; we have Pellowſhip one with another, and the 
Blood of Jeſus Chrift his Son cleanſeth us from all Sin. 


18. But does God work this great Work” in 
the Soul gradually or in/lantaneouſly ? Perhaps it may 
be gradually wrought in ſome: I mean, in this 


denſe. They do not advert to the particular Moment, 


wherein Sin ceaſes to be. But it is infinitely de- 
firable, were it the Will of God, that it ſhould be 
done inſtantaneouſly ; that the Lord ſhould deſtroy 
din by the Breath of his Mouth, in a Moment, in the 
Twinkling of an Eye. And ſo he generally does, 
a plain Fact, which there is Evidence enough to. 
ſatisfy any unprejudiced Perſon. Thou therefore 
look for it ever Moment. Look for it in the Way 
above deſcribed ;, in all thoſe good Works whereunto 
thou art created anew in Chriſi Feſus. There is then 
no Danger: You can be no worſe, if you are no 
better for that Expectation. For were you to be diſ- 
appointed of your Hope, ſtill you loſe nothing. But 


you ſhall not be diſappointed of your Hope: it will 


come, 


1 


come, and will not tarry. Look for it then every 
Day, every Hour, every Moment. Why not this 
Hour, this Moment? Certainly you may look for 
it z0w, if you believe it is by Faith. And by this 
Token you may ſurely know, whether you ſeek it by 
Faith or by Works. If by Works, you want ſome- 
thing to be done fir! : Before you are ſanctified. 
Youthink, I muſt firſt be or do thus or thus.” Then 
vou are ſeeking it by Works unto this Day. If you 
ſeek it by Faith, you may expect it as you are: And 
if as you are, then expect it not. It is of Import- 
ance to obſerve, that there is an inſeparable Con- 
nexion between theſe three Points, Expect it ) 
Faith, Expect it as you are, and Expect it vow / To 
deny one of them is to deny them all: to allow one, 
is to allow them all. Do You believe, we are ſanc- 
tified by Faith? Be true then to your Principle; 
and look for this Bleſſing juſt as you are, neither 
better, nor worſe; as a poor Sinner, that has ſtill 
nothing to pay, nothing to plead, but Chriſt died. 
And if you look for it as you are, then expect it 
now. Stay for nothing : Why ſhould you? Chriſt 
is ready. And He is all you want. He is waiting 
for you: He is at the Door! Let your inmoſt Soul 
cry out, 


Come in, come in, thou heavenly Gueſt 
Nor hence again remove: | 
„ But ſup with me, and let the Feaſt 
Be everlaſting Love.“ 
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